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Statement of Riga

On Wednesday, the 8th of October 2014 the European Intersex Meeting
took place in Riga.

Under the umbrella of OII Europe and facilitated by ILGA Europe, this meeting gathered

European intersex organisations working for intersex human rights. The goal of the meeting was

to identify objectives and strategies to advocate for the full implementation of human rights and

bodily integrity and self-determination for intersex individuals in Europe on the grounds of the

Demands of the Malta Statement, formulated at the 3rd International Intersex Forum 2013.

The four objectives are:

1. To challenge the de�nition of sex as consisting of only male and female and promote the

knowledge that sex is a continuum, as is gender.

2. To ensure that intersex people are fully protected against discrimination. To achieve this we

recommend the adoption of anti-discrimination legislation on the ground of sex

characteristics – regardless of the speci�c appearance or con�guration of these

characteristics. Sex characteristics refer to the chromosomal, gonadal and anatomical

features of a person, which include primary characteristics such as reproductive organs and

genitalia and/or chromosomal structures and hormones; and secondary characteristics such

as, but not limited to, muscle mass, hair distribution, breasts and/or stature.

3. To ensure that all stakeholders that have a speci�c role to play in intersex people’s wellbeing

such as, but not limited to, health care providers, parents and professionals working in the

area of education, as well as society in general, are instructed on intersex issues from a

human rights perspective.

4. To work towards making non-consensual medical and psychological treatment unlawful.

Medical practitioners or other professionals should not conduct any treatment to the

purpose of modifying sex characteristics which can be deferred until the person to be

treated can provide informed consent.

 

In view of these objectives the European Intersex meeting calls on the European Union and the

Council of Europe as well as national governments, to take on board intersex issues in their work

and provide full protection for intersex people.

Background information:

Until now throughout Europe intersex individuals are being subjected to inhumane and degrading

surgical, hormonal and other procedures, without consent. This is done at the discretion of

doctors and outside legal regulation. The non-consensual sex modi�cation of individuals is done

disregarding the fact that sex is a continuum. This results in gross human rights violations and

abuses of bodily integrity and personal dignity.

OII Europe (Organisation Intersex International Europe), the umbrella organisation of European

human rights based intersex organisations was founded on Human Rights Day, 10 December,

during the Second Intersex Forum at Stockholm in 2012.

OII Europe is an autonomous af�liate of Organisation Internationale des Intersexués (OII), a

decentralised global network of intersex organisations, which was founded in 2003 and has

operated since then through its national groups in every region of the world.

Participating organisations:

Intersex Iceland

NNID of the Netherlands

OII Austria / VIMÖ

OII Belgium / Genres Pluriels

OII Bulgaria

OII Francophonie

OII Germany / IVIM

OII Scandinavia / Intersex Scandinavia

TransInterQueer e.V.

 

The statement as PDF

Photo credit: Del LaGrace Volcano

    

WE IN SOCIAL MEDIA

INTERVISIBILITY IN EUROPE!

Please visit our multilingual community website

with growing content in over 25 languages!

#INTERSEXLIVES CAMPAIGN 2020

What do intersex people dream of? What are

their joys? What do intersex people hope for

in their personal lives, what are their worries

and fears?

Please visit our campaign website to learn

more about intersex lives!

intersexlives.oiieurope.org

TOOLKITS

Check out our Toolkits

WHAT IS INTERSEX?

IGLYO has teamed up with OII Europe to

answer some common questions about being

intersex.

OII EUROPE @ TWITTER

Embed View on Twitter

Tweets by  @OIIEurope

Mar 31, 2021

We wish everyone a happy #TransDayOfVisibility ! 
As intersex people, and as some of us who are trans 
ourselves, we share many battles and experiences 
with our trans siblings. Today we celebrate Trans 
lives! 
  

 

OII Europe
@OIIEurope

OII around the world

 OII International

 OII Friends & Members group

 Intersex Day
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WE THANK OUR FUNDERS!

 

And we are grateful for the support by our

anonymous donors

PROJECT RISE!

The project „RISE!
Fighting
discrimination and
increasing visibility
of intersex people
through capacity
and knowledge
building" was funded
by the European Union's Rights, Equality and Citizenship
Programme (2014-2020).
The content of this project represents the views of the
authors only and is their sole responsibility. The European
Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that
may be made of the information it contains.

COOPERATION PARTNERS

Unless otherwise speci�ed the content of this website may be used by the following Creative Commons licence: 
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